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VOCABULARY LIST FOR CONTEMPORARY POETRY SELECTIONS 
 

Note:  Vocabulary from the poem is listed first, followed by vocabulary from the questions 
and answers. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Poem  7 Poem  8 Poem  9 
 
ebon 
squander 
choughs 
cacophonous 
din 
intractable 
________ 
 
integral 
immensity 
culmination 
 
 

 
squinched 
_______ 
 

aggregate 
abstraction 
 

 
mottled 
quickens 
_______ 
 

recurring 
retracting 
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Poem 7, Questions 58-68.  Read the poem “Blackberrying” by Sylvia Plath carefully before you choose 
your answers.  You may access the poem at the following Web sites: 
 
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/blackberrying/ 
http://www.eliteskills.com/c/12656 
 
 
58. Which of the following pairs of words are NOT associated together? 
 
 (A) “eyes” and “blood”  
 (B) “ebon” and “blue-red” 
 (C) “choughs” and “paper”  
 (D) “wind” and “phantom”  
 (E) “heaven” and “hook”  
 
 
59. What is the best explanation for the phrase “blood sisterhood” (line beginning “I had not asked”)? 
 
 (A) The speaker realizes the blackberries “squander” their juice to her. 
 (B) The blackberries are compared to the speaker’s “thumb” and “eyes.” 
 (C) The blackberries “love” the speaker and feel a kinship with her. 
 (D) The speaker’s bleeding fingers and the blackberry “juices” mingle together. 
 (E) The blackberries “accommodate themselves” to the vessel the speaker uses to hold them. 
 
 
60. In the first stanza, the imagery is characterized mostly by references to the 
 
 (A) sea 
 (B) lane 
 (C) body 
 (D) hooks 
 (E) juices 
 
 
61. How are the blackberries and the sea contrasted? 
 
   I. The blackberries are silent while the sea is loud. 
  II. The blackberries are dark, and the sea is white. 
 III. The blackberries grow in a bounded area, and the sea seems limitless. 
 
 (A) I only 
 (B) I and II only 
 (C) I and III only 
 (D) II and III only 
 (E) I, II, and III 
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62. The words “nothing, nothing” (first line of the poem and line beginning “That looks out on nothing, 
nothing”) perform all the following functions in the poem EXCEPT to 

 
 (A) offer a structure for framing the poem 
 (B) highlight the two most integral images in the poem 
 (C) reveal the loneliness nature creates in the speaker 
 (D) stress the immensity of elements of the natural world 
 (E) isolate the blackberries and the sea from other elements 
 
 
63. The word “heaving” in the line “Somewhere at the end of it, heaving” modifies 
  
 (A) “Nobody” 
 (B) “blackberries” 
 (C) “alley” 
 (D) “hooks” 
 (E) “sea” 
 
 
64. Which of the following lines differs from the others in diction and syntax? 
 
 (A) “they must love me”  
 (B) “Overhead go the choughs in black, cacophonous flocks—” 
 (C) “I do not think the sea will appear at all.” 
 (D) “they believe in heaven” 
 (E) “I follow the sheep path between them” 
 
 

65. Which of the following is used extensively in the poem? 
 
   I. Alliteration 
  II. Figurative language 
 III. Color imagery 
 
 (A) I only 
 (B) II only 
 (C) I and II only 
 (D) II and III only 
 (E) I, II, and III 
 
 
66. Which element unifies the three stanzas? 
 
 (A) The blackberry bushes 
 (B) Images relating to the sky 
 (C) A sense of satiation in nature 
 (D) Imagery related to the human body 
 (E) Reference to reaching the sea 
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67. What is the best explanation for why the final image of the sea is crucial to the poem? 
 
 (A) It contains several references to color. 
 (B) It contains unusual figures of speech. 
 (C) It represents the culmination of the speaker’s journey. 
 (D) It provides an image that contrasts with the blackberries. 
 (E) It completes the images of the blackberries in the first two stanzas. 
 
 
68. The choughs and the sea are similar in that they both are 
 
   I. noisy 
  II. compared to other things 
 III. associated with color 

 
 (A) I only 
 (B) II only 
 (C) I and II only 
 (D) I and III only 
 (E) I, II, and III 
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Question 4 
 

(Suggested time—40 minutes) 
 
 

Read the poem “Blackberrying” by Sylvia Plath carefully.  Then write a well-organized essay analyzing 
how the poet conveys the speaker’s ultimate experience.  Consider such poetic elements as imagery, form, 
and sound devices.
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