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Pre-AP* and AP* English Resource Guides 

Teach literature while you tackle the tests! 

Applied Practice integrated test preparation allows teachers to simultaneously prepare 
students for their AP exams while remaining immersed in the literature selected for their 
AP coursework.  Continuous preparation with Applied Practice materials throughout 
their middle and high school years give students the confidence to tackle AP exams.  
Even better, it integrates seamlessly into teachers’ daily lesson plans. 

What do you mean by “integrated” test preparation? 

We offer over 100 Pre-AP* and AP* English resource guides, each utilizing content from 
a specific fiction or nonfiction book typically taught in Pre-AP or AP English, or content 
selected from literary works within a specific genre, such as poetry, nonfiction, essays, 
speeches, or short stories.  

Each resource guide consists of 

 12 multiple-choice practices (9-10 in genre-based guides) 
 6 free-response questions (6-10 in genre-based guides) 
 Answer keys with detailed answer explanations 
 Suggested teaching strategies 
 Literary terms list 
 Vocabulary lists by chapter or selection 
 Free-response Scoring Guide 

Middle School and High School Curriculum 

Each resource guide targets the skills most appropriate to the difficulty of the reading 
selections included in the guide.  For titles commonly read by middle schoolers, 
multiple-choice questions have been modified slightly to include just four answer 
choices, rather than the five choices offered in high school titles. 

New titles are continually added to our catalog.  Visit appliedpractice.com to request 
new product titles! 

Going paperless? 

Online delivery of Pre-AP* and AP* practices will be available this fall with APO Pro. 
Visit www.appliedpractice.com/applied-practice-online for details. 

 



The following selections are from the Pre-AP Resource Guide for The Call of the 

Wild, approximate grade level 8. This is one multiple-choice practice from the 
actual Resource Guide. 

Passage 2, Questions 9-16.  Read the following passage from Chapter 1 of The Call of the Wild carefully
before you choose your answers.  

 Buck�s senses came back to him, but not his strength. He lay where he had  
fallen, and from there he watched the man in the red sweater. 
 � �Answers to the name of Buck,� � the man soliloquized, quoting from the  
saloon-keeper�s letter which had announced the consignment of the crate and  

(5) contents. �Well, Buck, my boy,� he went on in a genial voice, �we�ve had our little  
ruction, and the best thing we can do is to let it go at that. You�ve learned your  
place, and I know mine. Be a good dog and all �ll go well and the goose hang high.  
Be a bad dog, and I�ll whale the stuffin� outa you. Understand?� 
 As he spoke he fearlessly patted the head he had so mercilessly pounded, and  

(10) though Buck�s hair involuntarily bristled at the touch of the hand, he endured it  
without protest. When the man brought him water he drank eagerly, and later bolted  
a generous meal of raw meat, chunk by chunk, from the man�s hand. 
 He was beaten (he knew that); but he was not broken. He saw, once for all, that  
he stood no chance against a man with a club. He had learned the lesson, and in all  

(15) his after life he never forgot it. That club was a revelation. It was his introduction to  
the reign of primitive law, and he met the introduction halfway. The facts of life  
took on a fiercer aspect; and while he faced that aspect uncowed, he faced it with all  
the latent cunning of his nature aroused. As the days went by, other dogs came, in  
crates and at the ends of ropes, some docilely, and some raging and roaring as he  

(20) had come; and, one and all, he watched them pass under the dominion of the man in  
the red sweater. Again and again, as he looked at each brutal performance, the  
lesson was driven home to Buck: a man with a club was a lawgiver, a master to be  
obeyed, though not necessarily conciliated. Of this last Buck was never guilty,  
though he did see beaten dogs that fawned upon the man, and wagged their tails,  

(25) and licked his hand. Also he saw one dog, that would neither conciliate nor obey,  
finally killed in the struggle for mastery. 
 Now and again men came, strangers, who talked excitedly, wheedlingly, and in  
all kinds of fashions to the man in the red sweater. And at such times that money  
passed between them the strangers took one or more of the dogs away with them.  

(30) Buck wondered where they went, for they never came back; but the fear of the  
future was strong upon him, and he was glad each time when he was not selected. 
 Yet his time came, in the end, in the form of a little weazened man who spat  
broken English and many strange and uncouth exclamations which Buck could not  
understand. 

(35)  �Sacredam!� he cried, when his eyes lit upon Buck. �Dat one dam bully dog!  
Eh? How moch?�  
        �Three hundred, and a present at that,� was the prompt reply of the man in the  
red sweater. �And seem� it�s government money, you ain�t got no kick coming, 
eh, Perrault?� 

(40)  Perrault grinned. Considering that the price of dogs had been boomed skyward  
by the unwonted demand, it was not an unfair sum for so fine an animal. The  
Canadian Government would be no loser, nor would its dispatches travel the slower.  
Perrault knew dogs, and when he looked at Buck he knew that he was one in a  
thousand� �One in ten t�ousand,� he commented mentally. 

(45)  Buck saw money pass between them, and was not surprised when Curly, a  
good-natured Newfoundland, and he were led away by the little weazened man.  
That was the last he saw of the man in the red sweater, and as Curly and he looked  
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at receding Seattle from the deck of the Narwhal, it was the last he saw of the warm  
Southland. Curly and he were taken below by Perrault and turned over to a black- 

(50) faced giant called François. Perrault was a French-Canadian, and swarthy; but  
François was a French-Canadian half-breed, and twice as swarthy. They were a new  
kind of men to Buck (of which he was destined to see many more), and while he  
developed no affection for them, he none the less grew honestly to respect them. He  
speedily learned that Perrault and François were fair men, calm and impartial in 

(55) administering justice, and too wise in the way of dogs to be fooled by dogs. 
 In the �tween-decks of the Narwhal, Buck and Curly joined two other dogs.  
One of them was a big, snow-white fellow from Spitzbergen who had been brought  
away by a whaling captain, and who had later accompanied a Geological Survey  
into the Barrens. He was friendly, in a treacherous sort of way, smiling into one�s  

(60) face the while he meditated some underhand trick, as, for instance, when he stole  
from Buck�s food at the first meal. As Buck sprang to punish him, the lash of  
François�s whip sang through the air, reaching the culprit first; and nothing  
remained to Buck but to recover the bone. That was fair of François, he decided,  
and the half-breed began his rise in Buck�s estimation. 

(65)  The other dog made no advances, nor received any; also, he did not attempt to  
steal from the newcomers. He was a gloomy, morose fellow, and he showed Curly  
plainly that all he desired was to be left alone, and further, that there would be  
trouble if he were not left alone. �Dave� he was called, and he ate and slept, or  
yawned between times, and took interest in nothing, not even when the Narwhal  

(70) crossed Queen Charlotte Sound and rolled and pitched and bucked like a thing  
possessed. When Buck and Curly grew excited, half wild with fear, he raised his  
head as though annoyed, favored them with an incurious glance, yawned, and went  
to sleep again. 
 Day and night the ship throbbed to the tireless pulse of the propeller, and  

(75) though one day was very like another, it was apparent to Buck that the weather was  
steadily growing colder. At last, one morning, the propeller was quiet, and the  
Narwhal was pervaded with an atmosphere of excitement. He felt it, as did the other  
dogs, and knew that a change was at hand. François leashed them and brought them  
on deck. At the first step upon the cold surface, Buck�s feet sank into a white mushy  

(80) something very like mud. He sprang back with a snort. More of this white stuff was  
falling through the air. He shook himself, but more of it fell upon him. He sniffed it  
curiously, then licked some up on his tongue. It bit like fire, and the next instant was  
gone. This puzzled him. He tried it again, with the same result. The onlookers  
laughed uproariously, and he felt ashamed, he knew not why, for it was his first  

(85) snow.

 9. As used in line 3, �soliloquized� could best be interpreted to mean  

 (A) shouted to the onlookers 
 (B) read aloud to himself 
 (C) whispered to Buck 
 (D) wrote to the saloon keeper 

10. The first three sentences in the fourth paragraph (lines 13-15) display London�s use of all of the 
following EXCEPT 

 (A) figurative language 
 (B) parenthetical expression 
 (C) parallelism 
 (D) repetition 
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11. In light of the fact that the man in the red sweater paid fifty dollars for Buck, his words �and a present 
at that� (line 37)   

 (A) are said jokingly 
 (B) show the man�s generosity 
 (C) suggest the man�s guilt at charging such a price 
 (D) are ironic 

12. In this passage, Perrault and François are characterized as 

   I. swarthy French Canadians 
  II. unfamiliar with handling dogs 
 III. fair and impartial 

 (A) I and II only 
 (B) I and III only 
 (C) II and III only 
 (D) I, II, and III 

13. The two dispatch runners for the Canadian Government have a manner with Buck that is MOST like 
that of 

 (A) Buck�s original owner 
 (B) express messengers 
 (C) the man in the red sweater 
 (D) Buck�s kidnapper 

14. Lines 57-61 depict the large, snow-white dog from Spitzbergen as all of the following EXCEPT 

 (A) devious 
 (B) calculating 
 (C) scrupulous 
 (D) conniving 

15. London�s description of the snowy setting in lines 79-83 incorporates his use of 

 (A) metaphors 
 (B) motifs 
 (C) exposition 
 (D) similes 

16. Because the onlookers laughed at him, Buck felt ashamed because of his natural curiosity about snow.  
This is an example of 

 (A) allegory 
 (B) anthropomorphism 
 (C) hyperbole 
 (D) oxymoron 
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Sample free-response question from the Pre-AP Resource Guide for the Call of 

the Wild � approximate grade level 8.  

Question 4 

(Suggested time�40 minutes) 

One theme in The Call of the Wild is the idea of �survival of the fittest.�  In a well-organized essay, discuss 
what �survival of the fittest� means.  Then using this theme, compare and contrast the character of John 
Thornton to the family of Charles, Mercedes, and Hal.  Cite specific details from the novel to support your 
points. 
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For a complete list including new titles and other Applied Practice curriculum, 
visit www.appliedpractice.com 

Applied Practice resource guides for AP* English 
are also available for these literary selections: 

 
American Essays Selections, Vol 1 American Essays Selections, Vol 2 

American Speeches Selections World Speeches Selections
Contemporary Nonfiction Selections Nonfiction Selections

Contemporary Poetry Selections Poetry Selections
American Short Stories Selections Satire Selections

Mastering Synthesis Mastering Nonfiction with Documentation 

Fiction and Nonfiction Titles 
1984 Jane Eyre

Across Five Aprils Julius Caesar
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn The Kite Runner
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer Life of Pi

All the Pretty Horses Lord of the Flies
Angela’s Ashes Macbeth
Animal Dreams The Mayor of Casterbridge

Animal Farm Metamorphosis
As I Lay Dying A Midsummer Night’s Dream
The Awakening The Miracle Worker

Beloved Moby Dick
Beowulf Much Ado About Nothing

Bless Me, Ultima The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Brave New World Night

Selections from The Canterbury Tales The Odyssey
The Call of the Wild The Oedipus Trilogy

The Catcher in the Rye Of Mice and Men
The Count of Monte Cristo Othello

Crime and Punishment The Outsiders
The Crucible The Pearl

Cry, the Beloved Country The Picture of Dorian Gray
Death of a Salesman The Poisonwood Bible

The Diary of Anne Frank A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 
East of Eden Pride and Prejudice
Ethan Frome Pygmalion and Major Barbara

Fahrenheit 451 Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
A Farewell to Arms Romeo and Juliet

Frankenstein The Scarlet Letter
The Giver The Secret Life of Bees

The Glass Menagerie A Separate Peace
The Grapes of Wrath Something Wicked This Way Comes 

Great Expectations The Stranger
The Great Gatsby A Streetcar Named Desire
Gulliver’s Travels A Tale of Two Cities

Hamlet Tess of the d’Urbervilles
Heart of Darkness Their Eyes Were Watching God 

The Hobbit Things Fall Apart
Holes The Things They Carried

The House on Mango Street To Kill a Mockingbird
The Iliad Twelfth Night

The Importance of Being Earnest Walden
In Cold Blood The Watsons Go to Birmingham 

The Inferno Where the Red Fern Grows
Invisible Man Wuthering Heights


